PEOPLE'STRIBUNE 

February 2006, Volume 33, No. 2 



ALSO IN 
THIS ISSUE: 

2 

Editorial: Rust Belt 
Workers Under Attack 

4 

New Orleans: 
‘Somebody’s Got to do 
Something’ 

5 

Highland Park, Mich.: 

A Community Stands Up 

8 

Poor People’s Day at the 
Georgia Capitol 

9 

The Future is Up to Us 

12 

Defend the People’s 
Voice in Benton Harbor! 


Top right: Delphi employee at work. Above: Auto workers protest in Detroit. 

PHOTO/Jim West 


African Americans: Again at the center of the fight for a new world. See page 3 


DONATION $1 























EDITOFtlAL. 


Rust Belt workers 
under attack; Where 
do we go from here? 



Worker at Ford’s Wixom, Mich, plant which Ford plans to close. 

PHOTO/DAYMONJHARTLEY.COM 


There is a lot of evidence nowadays 
that the corporations that once provided 
good-paying jobs with good benefits to 
at least some workers in this country are 
no longer going to do that. Recent 
events surrounding the auto industry in 
the Midwestern “Rust Belt” — specifi¬ 
cally the actions of Delphi, GM and 
Ford — are ample proof of this. 

The auto makers have moved to cut 
jobs, wages, health care benefits and 
pensions on a huge scale. The organized 
workers that have enjoyed a relatively 
high standard of living are seeing a mas¬ 
sive assault on their rights and their way 
of life. The workers employed by these 
corporations, and their allies, are re¬ 
sponding with rallies, picketing, meet¬ 
ings, lawsuits and forming new 
organizations. They are being forced to 
wake up to the realities of a global econ¬ 
omy and unbridled corporate power. 

The corporations have been able to 
launch this attack with relative impunity 
in part because of the combination of 
technology replacing labor and the fact 
that there is a global economy with 
global competition for jobs. With more 
jobs being done by robots, there are 
fewer jobs available. And — to go back 
to the example of the auto workers — 
North America-based corporations are 
not going to go on paying auto workers 
$28 an hour when auto workers in other 


countries are being paid $2 or $3 an 
hour. The bottom line with business is 
staying in business and making the most 
profit possible. For workers, under these 
conditions, this means a race to the bot¬ 
tom in wages and benefits worldwide. 

The corporations are also able to 
attack us with impunity because the 
corporations and the government are 
essentially one and the same. The leg¬ 
islatures, the courts, and the police are 
essentially arms of the corporate power 
that is tightening its grip on our country. 
The government will not hold the cor¬ 
porations accountable, because the cor¬ 
porations are the government. 

What do we do? The situation points 
to the critical importance of bringing 
new ideas to bear. We, the people, have 
to start thinking outside the box. The 
corporate powers that be have a vision 
of what they’re trying to achieve — a 
society under their thumb and workers 
willing to accept whatever they are giv¬ 
en. They know where they’re going. We 
have to have a vision of the new society 
that is both possible and necessary un¬ 
der these conditions. We have to know 
where we’re going. 

We are going to have to wake up to 
the fact that the companies and the gov¬ 
ernment won’t help us. Our society will 
continue to grow more and more im¬ 
poverished so long as we let it. The 


time is absolutely ripe to think outside 
the box about what we could have, if 
we’re willing to get organized and 
struggle for it — a cooperative society 
based on public ownership of the giant 
corporations; a society where no one 
has to worry about job security or 
health care, where we the people run 
things and make the decisions, not a 
handful of private people who are be¬ 
yond public accountability. 

To achieve something, you first have 
to visualize what it is you’re trying to 


achieve. We have to understand that 
there is no going back to the old way of 
life. Technology and globalization have 
eliminated any possibility of that. We 
have to move forward into something 
new if we’re going to survive and 
thrive. The organized workers of the 
Rust Belt have a history of struggling 
for what they need. If they can visualize 
what must be done, they can play a 
leading and useful role in the struggles 
that are to come. 
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African Americans: Again at the 
center of the fight for a new world 



Auto workers protesting in Detroit in January. photo/jim west 


COVER STORY 


There is no African American history 
apart from American history just as 
there is no American history apart from 
African American history. Understand¬ 
ing African American history requires 
understanding American history and 
vice versa. It has often been stated that 
those who fail to learn from history are 
condemned to re-live it. As we cele¬ 
brate African American History month, 
it is worthwhile to learn from history if 
we are to avoid re-living some of Amer¬ 
ica’s most terrible moments. 

One hundred fifty years ago, Ameri¬ 
ca was sliding into a classical social-po¬ 
litical crisis. Previously, the North’s 
economy depended upon the economy 
of the slave owning, agrarian south. The 
North transported slaves from Africa, 
manufactured the goods needed by the 
Southern economy and transported the 
money making cotton to the mills of 
Europe. The South was some 20 percent 
richer than the North and almost every¬ 
one seemed satisfied with an arrange¬ 
ment that rested upon the brutal 
exploitation of the African slave. 

New means of production, the steam 
engine, revolutionized society. As in¬ 
dustry replaced manufacturing, the pro¬ 
ductive capacity of the North outran the 
consuming capacity of the South. There 
was more money to be made by indus¬ 
trial production for the world market 
than by agricultural production. The 
slaveholders began to lose their eco¬ 
nomic supremacy, and the election of 
Lincoln signified the beginnings of an 
end to their political supremacy. The 
slaveholders moved to protect their eco¬ 
nomic interest by rebelling, forming the 
Confederate States of America as a mil¬ 
itary-fascist dictatorship and attempting 
to win on the battlefield what was lost 
at the ballot box. The struggle of the 
African Americans against slavery was 
the political heart of that world historic 
conflict. 

WHAT ARE THE LESSONS 
TO BE LEARNED AND HOW 
DO WE AVOID RE-LIVING 
THAT HISTORY? 

At the end of World War II, Europe 
and Asia faced starvation, their produc¬ 
tive forces destroyed by war. American 
productive capacity had increased four 
times during the war and America had 
sole possession of the Atom bomb. The 
monopolists of America saw an oppor¬ 


tunity to create an “American Century.” 
They moved swiftly, entangling Eu¬ 
rope, Africa, South America, parts of 
Asia and the Middle East in a web of 
economic and military dependencies. 
The result was unprecedented profits 
for the American imperialists and the 
country moved from a nation where, in 
1939 “one third of the people were ill 
fed, ill housed and ill clothed” to the 
highest standard of living in the world. 
It seemed that American domination of 
the world was permanent. 

As in the immediate pre-Civil War 
era new, more efficient means of pro¬ 
duction are upsetting the world order. 
The balance of economic power has be¬ 
gun to shift to the East. The growing 
impoverishment of the American mass¬ 
es threatens to politicize them. Forced 
onto the defensive at home and abroad, 
the American Empire is becoming more 
aggressive. As their political underpin¬ 
ning is destroyed, they are moving to 
create a fascist-military dictatorship to 
stabilize their rule. Their basic tactic is 
to accelerate the transfer of social 
wealth from the poor to the rich and 
continue to weaken them politically. 
The developing offensive against the 
nation’s poor has the African American 
poor as its central target since they are 
the most isolated and vulnerable sector. 
In the struggle for civil rights they were 
targeted because they were black and 
poor. Today they are targeted because 
they are poor and black. 

It took several years of bloody war¬ 
fare before the North realized that they 
would have to destroy slavery in order 
to defeat the slave power. We must 
grasp now that doing away with poverty 
and stopping the corporations from im¬ 


posing a fascist dictatorship requires 
converting privately owned, socially 
necessary corporations and means of 
production into public property. Only a 
class conscious, self conscious, united, 
politicized American people can ac¬ 
complish this. The struggle begins with 


the defense of the poor and that begins 
with an offensive to guarantee the so¬ 
cial and political equality of the African 
American poor. Again, the African 
Americans are at the heart of a world 
historic struggle. 
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‘SOMEBODY’S GOT TO DO SOMETHING,’ 
SAYS NEW ORLEANS ACTIVIST 


Editor's note: Ted Quant, Director 
of the Twomey Center for Peace 
Through Justice at Loyola University 
in New Orleans, spoke recently at a 
benefit for New Orleans musicians in 
Chicago. Below are excerpts from his 
speech. He is available to speak 
through Speakers for a New America, 
888-691-6888, or email 
info@speakersforanewamerica.com. 

New Orleans, I despise you because 
you’re filthy, but I love you because 
you’re home. I love New Orleans. 
Poverty, police brutality, people going 
to the hospital and getting a prescription 
that they can’t fill because they have no 
money, and nobody caring. Cops just 
beat up a man on television, but that’s 
not the first time. 

I work with twenty-one year olds. A 
kid was murdered by the cops. His 
mother danced on her son’s coffin in the 
street. It’s hard to understand, but that’s 
New Orleans. The cops came to bust 
things up. She broke out her camera and 
started filming. The police said she ini¬ 
tiated a riot and arrested people. Then 
they came to snatch her video. She said, 
“Oh, no, not my camera. I paid $400 for 
it.” She was arrested for assault. Then 
the media got hold of it and it was just 
like you saw on television. It happens 
over and over. That’s New Orleans... 
the only reason for evil in our society is 
because people do nothing about it. We 
can no longer be bystanders! Katrina 
symbolized lives, people’s whole con¬ 
nection to being human. 

Psychologists talk about trauma by 
betrayal. They asked the kids why no 
one helped them. The kids said, “Be¬ 
cause people just don’t care about us.” 
It’s a horrible thing to be betrayed by a 
country and a people. People have 
been traumatized. For this to happen, 
there must be a previous history of de¬ 
valuation of a people. Then, in times of 
crisis, those people can be targeted as 
scapegoats for the problems of the soci¬ 
ety. So they looked at people and called 
them looters. 

If there’s food in the store, I’m going 
to eat. Aquinas said “He who is dying 
of hunger must be fed.” America we 
have to change. Katrina was nothing 
but a wake up call. People are being 
abandoned and then treated like a crim¬ 
inal. They said someone was coming to 
save people on a roof and they shot at 
them. They shot to make sure people 
saw them. So, you had the spectacle of 
dying people and military people afraid 
to go rescue them. 

The conditions faced in New Orleans 
are what people everywhere are facing 
today. But, the generosity that people 
felt in the wake of Katrina — they are 


blind to it in their own cities. It was a 
metaphor of what we are facing and the 
naked truth has been exposed by this 
storm. I love New Orleans. 

While I was sitting here listening to 
the music tonight, I closed my eyes and 
I was on Ramparts Street. I was back 
home. But I can’t go home because my 
home ain’t there. What we celebrate 
tonight is so wonderful, but the music’s 
roots, where it came from, the people 
who loved the city, the people from 
where this music is home, can’t go 
back, in part because of the storm, a 
storm that was a natural disaster. But, 
another reason is because of an unnat¬ 
ural disaster of how our government re¬ 
sponded to this disaster. 

I don’t know what it is to be home¬ 
less, but I do know what it is to be an 
evacuee. I used to be like you, helping 
people, always feeling good, but I 
never knew what it was to be on the 
receiving end of help. It’s different. I 
felt bad. I gave money, and then I went 
back to my life. My life was food, 
people, entertainment, etc. But, people 
who have no hope, people whose ba¬ 
bies will die because they can’t meet 


their needs — have no hope. 

I want to show you pictures of the 
state of the art levee systems in Hol¬ 
land, England, Venice, and then New 
Orleans so you can see the difference. 
It’s a tragedy and a crime. It didn’t 
have to happen. People dying of hunger 
and thirst. National Guards too afraid to 
pick up the people. So, a man just drove 
his car in with a sign that said, “Bring¬ 
ing Relief.” 

Katrina was a natural disaster, but 
what is happening in this county is un¬ 
natural and unnecessary. Somebody’s 
gotta do something. It’s me and you. 
You’re doing something tonight. 
Tonight is charity. But tomorrow is jus¬ 
tice. We cannot live on charity or good 
will. Right wing people understand this. 



Ted Quant 


Photo/Sandra Reid 


They take every manifestation of every 
disaster and turn it into an instrument in 
their interest. First they suspended the 
Davis-Bacon Act which meant the fed¬ 
eral contractors could pay lower wages. 
Then they brought in workers from 
Mexico who have no rights. This is 
America, America. Somebody’s gotta 
do something. 


‘America we have to change. Katrina 
was nothing but a wake up call. 
People are being abandoned and 
then treated like criminals.’ 


Trying to put their lives back together after Hurricane Katrina 
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Highland Park, Michigan: A corporate wasteland 

Community stands up for its rights 


BY GENERAL BAKER AND 
MARIAN KRAMER, RESIDENTS 
OF HIGHLAND PARK 


The City of Highland Park, Michigan, 
became famous in the early 1900s. It 
was the birthplace of the Model T Ford. 
The Henry Ford plant marked the begin¬ 
ning of the moving assembly line for 
mass production. Ford’s assembly line 
produced millions of Model T cars in 
Highland Park that brought thousands of 
people to relocate in and around the city 
for the $5 per day wage. As the popula¬ 
tion expanded, there was a need for a 
new infrastructure (streets, public ser¬ 
vices, etc.). Ford built it’s own water 
treatment plant for Highland Park so it 
did not have to purchase water from De¬ 
troit, like other small towns. In 1942, 
Highland Park became the city with the 
first completed modem expressway in 
America, the Davison Freeway. Henry 
Ford was credited with the creation of the 
emerging middle class. During that peri¬ 
od, Highland Park increased to a boom¬ 
ing population of some 50,000 people. 

Highland Park became the home of 
Chrysler Corporation’s World Head¬ 
quarters and the Ex-Cell-O Tooling 
Plant. It housed the second oldest Junior 
College in Michigan. Sears and Roe¬ 
buck and two large hospitals also dotted 
the landscape. Highland Park had its 
own Police, Fire, Public Works, and 
Water Departments, a public library, 
one of the best school systems in Michi¬ 
gan, paved alley ways, and many retail 
stores. The YMCA and YWCA were 
located on the main street. Highland 
Park is located in the center of Detroit. 
Once Detroit began to expand, it grew 
around Highland Park. So, Highland 
Park became a city within a city. 

Corporate flight took its toll as Ford 
Motor Co. moved its world headquar¬ 
ters to Dearborn, Michigan in the 1930s 
and it’s tractor production to Romeo, 
Michigan in the 1970s. Chrysler Corpo¬ 
ration, in the late 1980s, moved its 
world headquarters to Auburn Hills. 
This was around the time of the layoffs 
in auto resulting from new labor-replac¬ 
ing production with robots. The com¬ 
munity had fewer jobs and less ability 
to buy. Ex-Cell-O moved to Troy, 
Michigan, Sanders Bakery went bank¬ 
rupt and both hospitals shut their doors. 
The YMCA and YWCA closed their 
doors. They were sold by their Board of 
Directors to the Rescue Mission. The 
governor closed down the Community 
College, and Sears and Roebuck closed 
its doors. The major grocery stores fled 
and even the utility companies closed 
their payment centers. Highland Park 
was the home for some 50,000 people 
and now is the home of about 15,000 
people and 3,000 households. 
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HIGHLAND PARK IS TAKEN OVER 
BY FINANCIAL MANAGERS 

The City of Highland Park has been 
under the administration of an Emer¬ 
gency Financial Manager for four and 
one-half years. The once thriving “City 
of Trees” and industrial Mecca has be¬ 
come a city of 2.9 square miles of urban 
decay. 

The first Emergency Financial Man¬ 
ager (a Black woman with locks) was 
brought into Highland Park in June 
2001. When the Financial Manager was 
placed in Highland Park, all the elected 
officials were stripped of their democ¬ 
ratic rights to make the decisions for 
Highland Park. The Financial Manager 
only answered to the State Treasurer 
who represented the Governor of 
Michigan. The Financial Manager en¬ 
tered into a contract with the Rescue 
Mission to privately manage and con¬ 
trol the Highland Park Recreation Cen¬ 
ter. The Financial Manager boarded up 
the city’s only public library, out¬ 
sourced the police work to the county 
and sold off publicly owned properties 
such as the Suburban Woodlands. 
Over two years, the Financial Manager 


Above, Ford’s Model T plant in the 
1900s (Library of Congress photo). 

Left, an abandoned house in High¬ 
land Park today (Bob Lee photo). 


laid-off most of the city employees; she 
even closed down the police department 
and the city jail and moved the com¬ 
mand center to a strip mall backed up 
by portable trailers. The Financial Man¬ 
ager imposed a 60% increase in water 
bills, making our bills the highest in the 
nation. The residents of Highland Park 
received nine months of water bills and 
were expected to pay, without protest. 
If you do not pay in the period of time 
allowed, the water bill is placed on your 
property taxes. So, families faced 
homelessness. Over 50% of the resi¬ 
dents of Highland Park had their water 
shut-off under her leadership. 

Highland Park has become a corpo¬ 
rate wasteland. The corporations bled 
the city through tax breaks, made huge 
profits, promising jobs in return. Some 
of these agreements were broken as the 
city was abandoned. Highland Park 
faces $19 million in long-term debt with 
annual revenues of about $10 million 
and no way to become solvent again. 

As we go to press, the Highland Park 
School Board closed the Liberty Elm 
School, claiming this would keep the 
School District from going further into 
bankruptcy. 

THE COMMUNITY GETS ORGANIZED 

The Highland Park Human Rights 
Coalition exposed and defeated the first 
Financial Manager after she had worked 
out a contract with a private global com¬ 
pany, R.J. Wright, Inc., to manage the 
publically owned Highland Park Water 
Department. The Highland Park City 
Council and the Mayor had no knowl¬ 
edge of the action. The contract that was 
being negotiated gave R.J. Wright, Inc., 
80% of the public funds collected for 


water fees and the City of Highland 
Park only 20%. The maintenance of the 
water would come out of the 20% for 
the city. The organizing of the Human 
Rights Coalition resulted in the commu¬ 
nity applying pressure on the Highland 
Park City Council to vote against the Fi¬ 
nancial Manager’s contract with R.J. 
Wright, Inc. The contract was defeated. 

The Highland Park Human Rights 
Coalition and its supporters, after a long 
struggle, succeeded in getting their de¬ 
mands met by the Governor of Michi¬ 
gan to remove the first Financial 
Manager and implement a moratorium 
on water shut offs. 

The second Financial Manager, (a 
Black male raised in Highland Park) re¬ 
cently reported to the City Council that 
he had worked out a plan for the DTE, 
(the gas and lights company) to read the 
residents’ water meters and billing. This 
is an example of public funds again go¬ 
ing to a private company for public ser¬ 
vices. First you let them read the meter 
and do the billing. Then later, they 
(DTE) are given the responsibility for 
collection. They will get the profits. 
Highland Park will maintain the owner¬ 
ship of the water, but not the profits and 
jobs. Now we are faced with a similar 
situation as with the first Financial 
Manager and R.J. Wright, Inc. The new 
Financial Manager claims he doesn’t 
want peoples’ water bills on their prop¬ 
erty taxes. He favors turning off the wa¬ 
ter for lack of payment! However, 
people cannot pay, because the bills are 
the highest in the nation. The Highland 
Park Human Rights Coalition has stat¬ 
ed they will continue the fight for the 
Highland Parkers human rights. 

The same options, which were avail¬ 
able four years ago, still stare us in the 
face today. Many people say there is no 
way to save Highland Park, that it’s not 
possible to even beg other corporations 
to come into the City to “bale us out,” 
to bleed us to the bone like the last ones 
did, leaving us high and dry. Today, we 
still face a municipal death sentence 
wiping our city off of the map. In this 
sense, Highland Park is the harbinger 
for the rest of the cities in Michigan and 
the industrial midwest. 

We must resist the attempt to priva¬ 
tize and dismantle our infrastructures 
and break the iron grip of corporate 
control of our lives. We must support 
groups such as the Coalition for Human 
Rights who stand up and struggle for a 
new community where people have 
their needs met. 

Marian Kramer and General Baker are 
available to speak. Call Speakers for a 
New America at 800-691 -6888 or email 
info@ speakersforanewamerica.com. 
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Delphi 
fight is 
everybody’s 
fight 


BY THE FLINT, MICH. PEOPLE’S 
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT 

Editors Note: The pending bankrupt¬ 
cy by the Delphi Corporation has gal¬ 
vanized the labor movement. 

The recent march and demonstration 
at Detroit’s North American Auto Show 
was a solid success. With two AFSME 
local unions from the city of Detroit en¬ 
dorsing the march, workers from all 
over the country, throughout the auto 
industry, as well as in the community, 
rallied to the defense of the Delphi 
workers. Generating a considerable 
amount of press coverage, the partici¬ 
pants made it clear they have no inten¬ 
tion of letting others decide their future 
for them. 

Just days before the Detroit event, the 
Oakland Business Review (of Oakland 
County in Michigan and home to Delphi 
Headquarters) named Delphi CEO 
Steve “Terminator” Miller as the execu¬ 
tive of the year. To the manufacturing 
world, he is a “leader and trailblazer.” 
He has the Chrysler Corporation bailout 
under his belt, along with Federal 
Mogul Corporation, Bethlehem Steel, 
and United Air Lines, Inc., (that recent¬ 
ly came out of bankruptcy with 25,000 
jobs gone, along with workers’ pensions 
passed on to the government). The Busi¬ 
ness Review also said, “While views of 


Miller are mixed, 
few doubt that if 
his vision for Del¬ 
phi is realized, 

American manu¬ 
facturing will 
never be the 
same,” and fur¬ 
ther, “the impact 
of the Delphi 
changes — now 
and into the fu¬ 
ture — will 
sweep across the 
automotive sector 
and manufactur¬ 
ing in general.” 

These words and 
the reasons be¬ 
hind it speaks volumes as to why the 
Delphi fight is everybody’s fight. The 
more forward-looking workers involved 
in the movement clearly understand this 
and are casting their nets far and wide to 
insure that the people understand that 
there is much more to this than the Del¬ 
phi workers versus Delphi Corporation 
or even just union workers versus the 
company. 

Another sign of the impact that the 
activist unionists are having is that the 
local media here is now viciously at¬ 
tacking us in Flint. There has been a lot 
of discussion (mostly rumors and innu¬ 
endos) in recent weeks that a Toyota 


This man was among those who rallied in defense of auto workers and himself in 
Detroit in January. 
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plant could come to Michigan. The lo¬ 
cal company newspaper, the Flint Jour¬ 
nal , recently ran an editorial attacking 
the marches, claiming that such ac¬ 
tivism would jeopardize the chances of 
Toyota and other companies from locat¬ 
ing in Flint! At the same time, Miller 
came to Flint recently where a meeting 
was held with him to discuss the future 
of Delphi in Flint and not ONE worker 
or UAW representative was present. 
This in itself is enough reason to contin¬ 
ue to shed the light of day on the war 
that has been declared on us and the 
need to continue the fight in our own in¬ 
terest. 


The assault on auto workers: Who’s next? 


FROM THE EDITORS OF THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 

As we go to press, layoffs and plant closures are sweep¬ 
ing the globe, including in the U.S. auto industry. First, 
GM went after health care benefits for retirees. After the 
union vote was taken to approve the workers concessions, 
GM announced 30,000 job cuts. Now Ford is doing the 
same thing. Who will be next? What is happening is his¬ 
toric and new, not just another labor dispute. There is no 
going back. The changes in the economy from industrial 
to labor-less production with robots, and the global mar¬ 
ket, underlie it all. Today, very little human labor is need¬ 
ed in production. Capitalism as a system based on the 
buying and selling of labor power is coming to an end. 


This same process is going on throughout the world. 
Therefore we can no longer blame other workers for what 
capitalism and the global corporations are doing to stream¬ 
line and maximize profits. Now is the time for visions of 
the kind of new world we can fight for. Today the new 
technology that is displacing workers is at the same time 
creating a world of plenty. We have to take over the big, 
corporate-owned means of production that we rely on for 
the necessities of life and make them public property. Then 
the necessities that people need can be distributed to all 
based on need, and not money. There is no other way for 
people to survive and thrive given the epochal changes 
underway. 


PICKET SIGNS SEEN AT THE RECENT MARCH 
AND PROTEST AT THE NORTH AMERICAN 
AUTO SHOW IN DETROIT, MICHIGAN: 

CAW (Canadian Autoworkers) 

SAVE the American Dream 

National Health Care Now 

A Decent Living for all workers 

Delphi Hired Henchmen 

GM-Delphi Stealing my pension 

No More Wage and Benefit Cuts, 
Saginaw, Ml 

Is your Pension Safe? 

What about our kids? 

Miller Morally Bankrupt 

Outsource the Bosses — 

Occupy the Plants 

Washington Wake Up 

Corporate Greed Destroys 
Working Class Families 

CHANT HEARD AT THE MARCH: 

GM-Delphi You Should Know: 

We Won’t Be your PATCO 

OVERHEARD: 

“This is a peaceful demonstration. 

Let’s not turn it into head cracking.” 
Detroit Police Officer directing 
picketers 
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Spirit of 
solidarity 
high at 
Detroit auto 
show protest 

BY MICHAEL BERGER 
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Auto workers and supporters rallying in Detroit to say they won’t be pushed around. 

PHOTO/Michael Berger 


Over 500 people braved the freezing 
weather at the opening of the Detroit 
Auto Show at Cobo Hall. The demon¬ 
strators came from Indiana, Ohio, 
Northern Michigan, Canada and De¬ 
troit. The demonstration was called by 
Soldiers of Solidarity, a grassroots 
group of Delphi workers from around 
the country. 

The demonstration expressed the 
anxiety that is present in our country to¬ 
day on health care, pensions, job cre¬ 
ation, security and wages. People who 
work in auto and auto parts factories, 
airline companies, unions, Michigan 
Welfare Rights, and the City of Detroit, 
Metro Detroit Labor Party were among 
the workers in attendance. I spoke with 
many of the people at this march on the 
following questions: 

• What would you say to UAW Presi¬ 
dent Ron Gettlefinger? “We want 
him to stop caving in to the unwar¬ 
ranted demands of the automobile ex¬ 
ecutives. End the concessions.” 

• What you say to the executives of 
Delphi and the automobile compa¬ 
nies? “Stop destroying this industry, 
and driving our wages down. Stop 
exporting jobs to low wage 
economies.” 

• What do you think of companies like 
Walmart? “They represent the worst 
of this economy with low wages and 
no benefits.” 

• What do you think about National 
Healthcare, or healthcare as a right? 
“We fear losing our benefits. We need 
a system that will provide insurance 
for all of the country.” 

The spirit of solidarity and unity was 
very high. The desire to change direc¬ 
tion in the country was evident by the 
commitment to attend this demonstra¬ 
tion from areas hundreds of miles away. 


Metro Detroit Labor Party issues 
statement to auto workers 

Editor's note: The statement below 
was contained in a flyer distributed by 
the Metro Detroit Labor Party at a 
demonstration by auto workers at the 
Detroit Auto Show, January 8, 2006. 

NO CONCESSIONS 

The Metro Detroit Labor Party is res¬ 
olute and steadfast in our support in 
your battle against corporate greed and 
exploitation of our workforce. It is the 
reason we formed our organization — 
to assist workers in the fight against 
corporate attacks. It is insulting that 


Delphi and other corporations drive 
down our wages, attempting to elimi¬ 
nate healthcare while continuing to re¬ 
ceive millions of dollars in tax breaks 
from national, state, county and local 
governments. While receiving these tax 
breaks on the basis of providing jobs, 
they get the money and close plants, in¬ 
crease layoffs and stifle our healthcare. 
Your courageous struggle is important 
because our workforce is increasingly 
becoming temporary, contingency, un¬ 
deremployed and homeless 

We would be remiss to not mention a 
major struggle against another corpo¬ 
rate giant, Whirlpool, in which one of 
the leaders of the Benton Harbor protest 


is facing 20 years in federal prison on 
trumped up charges of vote fraud. Indi¬ 
vidually, they can defeat us. Together, 
we stand and victory can certainly be 
ours. In solidarity, 

SUPPORT DELPHI WORKERS! 
STOP THE WAGE CUTS! 

PRESERVE BENEFITS! 

PRESERVE PENSIONS! 
UNIVERSAL HEALTHCARE! 

The Metro Detroit labor Party is an 
affiliate of the Labor Party. For mem¬ 
bership information or to add your 
name to the mailing list, contact us at 
248-434-9291 or write 29136 Tessemer 
Court, Madison Heights, MI 48071 


SPEAKERS for a NEW AMERICA 

http://www.speakersforanewamerica.com • 800-691-6888 • info@speakersforanewamerica.com 

Voices from America’s Rust Belt: 

JUSTICE SPEAKING TOUR 

Richard Monje, UNITE-HERE Union. 

Maureen D. Taylor and Marian Kramer, 

Michigan Welfare Rights. 

Bob Lee, editor, People’s Tribune. 

Rev. Edward Pinkney, BANCO. 

Autoworkers, and more. 



Monje 


Lee 


Taylor Pinkney 


America is in crisis. A struggle against corporate power is unfolding. Communities are fighting to turn water back 
on for Detroit’s poor, in defense of Delphi workers in Flint, for justice in Benton Harbor, Michigan’s struggle 
against Whirlpool, for health care in Ohio’s devastated towns. The Justice Tour puts a spotlight on the immorali¬ 
ty of a system that cares only about the wealth and private property of the few. Speakers discuss why the Rust 
Belt is a harbinger of the future for America, and share experience in the struggle for a New America. 

Invite a speaker to your city. Build a broader awareness of what is at stake: poverty for the majority, or a new 
world. Contact us today at 800-691-6888 or email info@speakersforanewamerica.com. 
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Poverty is the crisis from the Gulf Coast to Georgia 

Poor People’s Day at the Capitol 2006 



This year’s Poor People’s Day at the (Georgia) Capitol will be held Feb 8 

and 9. PHOTO/Georgia Citizen’s Coalition on Hunger 


BY SANDRA ROBERTSON 


Of all the social issues that plague 
this country, poverty continues to be the 
greatest ill that is destroying this na¬ 
tion’s potential for real freedom and 
democracy. Poverty, racism and unbri¬ 
dled capitalism together, are the trinity 
that the elite rulers of this nation seem 
to worship. It is time for the citizens of 
this country, yes, the working people of 
this nation, to put a stop to this scenario 
and seek an end to poverty, city by city, 
state by state until this country (and 
even the world) is free from this 
wretched social, economical, political 
disease. 

Poor People’s Day at the Capitol is 
an annual event held in Atlanta and is 
coordinated by about 65-70 co-sponsor¬ 
ing grassroots organizations, calling 
themselves the Up and Out of Poverty 
NOW Coalition. This Coalition has 
been a project of the Georgia Citizens’ 
Coalition on Hunger for 26 years. This 
two-day event, including Education 
Day and Action Day activities, has been 


THE PEOPLE’S 
TRIBUNE IS 
YOUR PAPER! 

www.peoplestribune.org 

The People’s Tribune 
belongs to you. 

It belongs to the revolution 
for a New America. 

It prints the truth, always. 

It prints your story, 
your ideas on change 
in America. 

It points the way toward a 
new cooperative society 
that cherishes humanity, 
not the profits of the few. 

Share your experience, 
knowledge and creativity in 
the pages of the paper. 
Write for it, distribute it, 
study it, raise funds for it. 
Use it as a tool to build a 
powerful movement for 
change in America. Send 
donations and orders to: 
www.peoplestribune.org 

People’s Tribune, 

PO Box 3524, 

Chicago, IL 60654-3524 
773-486-3551 


one of the ways that poor people’s voic¬ 
es and their allies have been able to be 
heard and seen during the Georgia Gen¬ 
eral Assembly of State Legislators. 
This year’s event will be held on 
Wednesday, February 8th and Thursday, 
February 9th at Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 265 Washington 
Street, in downtown Atlanta. 

The agenda for this year’s event will 
include six workshops on critical issues 
facing low-wage workers in Georgia, 
including Women’s Healthcare, State 
Funding for Public Transportation and 
Grady Hospital, Voter I.D. legislation, 
Affordable Housing and issues around 
homelessness, the Criminal Justice Pa¬ 
role System, Medicaid Budget cuts and 
lack of health insurance for the working 
poor. Our legislative agenda will in¬ 
clude supporting legislation on Living 
Wage jobs, healthcare and Corporate 
Accountability. We will also support 
state funding for public transportation 
and healthcare services. 

There will also be testimony and 
speakers from the Gulf Coast, linking 
the tragedy of poverty for the Katrina 
survivors to the tragedy of poverty of 
those who were not hit by the hurricane 
living in cities and counties across 
America. The Crisis is Poverty. This 
will be a powerful day of learning and 
preparing ourselves for action on Ac¬ 
tion Day. 

On Thursday, February 9th, Action 
Day, there will be inspirational speak¬ 
ers, a public speak-out, a rally and a 
protest march, as well as a press event. 
This is the day that we will tell our sto¬ 
ries to the media, legislators and to one 
another. These activities on both days 
are always wrapped in cultural clothing, 
including prayers from a variety of reli¬ 


gious traditions, songs, dancing, poetry, 
testimony and celebration for freedom 
and justice. 

The general public is invited to at¬ 
tend. Everything is free to the public. If 
you need more information about this 
event contact Sandra Robertson at (404) 
622-7778 or email us at hungercoali- 
tion@mindspring.com. More than 400 
grassroots people from across the state 
of Georgia will attend. Lunch will be 
served each day. All of these activities 
are free, but freedom and justice are not 
free. We all have to contribute our time 


and resources to make positive change 
happen. If you would like to help us un¬ 
derwrite the cost of this year’s Poor 
People’s Day activities please contact 
our office and send your tax deductible 
contribution to: 

Georgia Citizens’ Coalition on Hunger 
Up and Out of Poverty Now!! 

9 Gammon Ave. 

Atlanta, GA 30315 

Sandra Robertson is the executive di¬ 
rector of the Georgia Citizens Coalition 
on Hunger. 


Revolutionary poet Jack Hirschman declared San Francisco Poet Laureate 

BY SARAH MENEFEE 


Thursday, January 12, 2006 was a momentous day for the 
people of San Francisco, for poetry, truth and struggle, and 
for humanity everywhere. On this day, at a press conference 
held in the Mayor’s office, our friend and comrade, “social 
activist and communist” (SF Chronicle) Jack Hirschman was 
declared Poet Laureate of the city of San Francisco. Later 
that day, as his first ‘“official” act, he read his poetry and that 
of the 75 year-old Native American Clarence Ray Allen, 
soon to be executed at San Quentin, at a demonstration at the 
nearby State Building. 

In the Mayor’s chambers, this people’s poet, beloved and 
renowned from the streets of homeless struggle to the worlds 
of international poetry festivals, read one of the great defin¬ 
ing condemnations of homelessness and the system that cre¬ 
ates and perpetuates it, his poem ‘“Home”, bringing tears to 
the eyes of the all of us packed into those chambers. 


Jack (in word and deed) has been for many decades one of 
the most uncompromising voices of the transformative pow¬ 
er of revolutionary struggle through his own poetry of un¬ 
equalled mastery and power, and through his untiring work 
of translation from the global poetries of struggle. He has 
stood with the poorest of the poor, gone to jail many times in 
civil disobedience actions, and been the voice of this always, 
in the most humble, brotherly and yet transcendent way. He 
has cracked apart the lie that art belongs to privilege, and his 
work lifts the moment into the future, even as it stands in the 
struggles of the present. But he says it better than I could 
hope to. Here is part of the statement he read at the press con¬ 
ference: 

“ Philosophically, I am an internationalist who knows that 
neither homelessness and poverty globally and specifically 
here in San Francisco, which the Mayor is much concerned 
with, as well as war and street violence, will never end until 
and unless the wealth of this world is re-distributed and/or 
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THE FUTURE IS UP TO US! 



The People's Tribune is starting a 
new column based on the book, (i The 
Future is Up To Us: A Revolutionary 
Talking Politics with the American Peo¬ 
ple, ” by Nelson Peery. We encourage 
our readers to join the discussion. Send 
your thoughts to info @peoples tri- 
bune.org. Order the book by sending 
$12 to Speakers for a New America 
Books, do People's Tribune, PO Box 
3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 

People’s Tribune: WHAT IS 
REVOLUTION? 

Nelson Peery: 

A revolution is an historical process 
by which a subordinate class over¬ 
throws its ruling class, establishes itself 
as a new ruling class and establishes a 
new political system. It is a process, a 
living thing. It has a beginning, a stage 
of maturing, and stages of decline and 
death. 

The first stage is an economic revo¬ 
lution. Changes in the economy force 
changes in society, a social revolution. 
The change in society, the social revo¬ 


lution, forces a political revolution. 
These stages are intertwined. 

People generally recognize revolu¬ 
tion only when it reaches the stage of 
class struggle or political revolution. 
Serious revolutionaries, though, need to 
know the roots and the direction of the 
revolutionary motion. If they do not, 
they will be condemned to tailing the 
movement. 

Let’s take a moment to look at the 
developing revolution in the United 
States. A revolution does not and can¬ 
not come simply from the will of peo¬ 
ple. There has to be a reason rooted in 
the economy. 

Generally, people support revolution¬ 
ary activity when they perceive that 
“the system doesn’t work any more.” 
This begs the question, “Why doesn’t it 
work any more?” Like anything else, it 
doesn’t do what it used to do because it 
has changed. Why did it change? 
Things can only change when some¬ 
thing has been added or subtracted. A 
machine stops working because a part 
wears out, the part is abstracted from 
the machine. It is no longer what it was. 


This also happens when 
something foreign to a ma¬ 
chine is added to it. You can¬ 
not replace a gear with a ball 
bearing and expect it to work. 

Here’s an historical exam¬ 
ple we are all familiar with. 

Southern agriculture was 
very labor intensive and prof¬ 
itable to the degree that labor¬ 
ers were paid little or nothing 
at all. Segregation and the op¬ 
pression of the African 
Americans was necessary in 
order to carry on this near 
slave-like production. As 

southern agriculture became 
mechanized, for example 
through the introduction of 
the cotton picking machine, the African 
Americans were driven off the land and 
into the cities. Concentrated in the 
cities, they had the political and social 
resources for a prolonged struggle.The 
economic revolution in agriculture was 
the basis of and intertwined with the so¬ 
cial revolution known as the Freedom 
Movement. 


Nelson Peery 

PHOTO/Bob Lee 



Revolutionary poet Jack Hirschman declared San Francisco Poet Laureate 

Continued from page 8 


appropriated for the benefit of all, according to our needs as 
human beings. All of my poetry and intellectual expression is 
in one way or another directed to that end. And since I be¬ 
lieve that all human beings are poets in fact, and that the writ¬ 
ing of a poem is the most powerful action given humankind 
(because unbuyable and unsellable in essence, and because a 
child of five years and a man or woman of seventy years, in 
the act of writing a poem, evoke the quality that is love at the 
heart of the world), I write to unfold the future of that equal¬ 
ity with all my brother and sister human beings.” (Jack 
Hirschman) 

Jack’s friend, former progressive President of the San 
Francisco Board of Supervisors Matt Gonzalez, who is also 


Jack’s bibliographer, remarked: “It was sort of like conferring 
on him this title that people have already given him. He is the 
poet laureate.” The People’s Laureate! 

(Jack’s books, over 100 of his own poetry and his transla¬ 
tions from nine languages, include The Bottom Line, Endless 
Threshold , Front Lines , Fists on Fire and I Was Born Mur¬ 
dered. His work can be read at Poetry for a New America at 
www.lrna.org. He is a founding member of The League of 
Revolutionaries for a New America. He is a member of 
Speakers for a New America. He writes for and distributes 
the People’s Tribune). Call 800-691-6888 or email 
info@speakersforanewamerica to book Jack Hirschman. 



THE JANUARY 2006 PROGRAM IS: 
STANDING UP TO PRISONS 

Local grassroots community organizers share their education, views, 
and activities against prisons and for incarcerated peoples. 


GATEWAYS FOR INCARCERATED YOUTH 

PTR talks with participants in the Gateways Program, which allows 
college students to learn with students from two juvenile institutions 
in Washington State. They discuss the use of popular education and participatory 
research to draw out and build on the strengths and talents of each and every participant. 



On the web @ www.ptradio.org 
or call 800-691-6888 for sample copies 
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Coal miners’ deaths: 

It doesn’t have to be this way 


BY LEW ROSENBAUM 


Randal McCloy was trapped, along 
with 12 other miners, when an explo¬ 
sion ripped through a mine shaft at 6:30 
a.m. on January 2, 2006. Forty-one 
hours later, rescue workers found 12 of 
them dead. They found Randal McCloy 
still alive, but in a coma. 

“Randal McCloy Sr. has no way of 
being sure, but he believes in his heart 
that his son’s older colleagues shared 
their dwindling oxygen supplies to help 
him get home to his two young ones,” 
reported the Associated Press. 

“He says the men were like brothers. 
They took care of each other.” 

As this is written, the younger Mc¬ 
Cloy remains in a coma. 


This happened in a mine noted for its 
safety violations. Ken Ward, in the 
Charleston (W. Virginia) Gazette , 
wrote, “In 2004, the Sago Mine report¬ 
ed an injury rate that was three times 
that of similar-size underground mines 
across the country.” He also reported 
that “last year, the Anker West Virginia 
Mining Co. operation was fined more 
than $24,000 for about 200 alleged vio¬ 
lations, according to U.S. Mine Safety 
and Health Administration data. 

“During the last six months of 2005, 
the Sago Mine reported a dozen acci¬ 
dental roof falls, according to MSHA 
records.” 

Mining is one of the most dangerous 
jobs. When corporations like ICG (In¬ 
ternational Coal Group, which bought 


the Sago mine in November, 2005) 
stress how safety conditions have im¬ 
proved in the last six months, they cov¬ 
er up how dangerous it remains, 
throughout the coal fields and in this 
mine in particular. Their claim makes it 
appear as though adequate safety pre¬ 
cautions are not necessary. 

Even so, the workers know about the 
danger. Their pay is good, sometimes 
the only thing available. Some families 
are miners for generations. Some, like 
Terry Helms, send their children away 
rather than see them toil and die in the 
mines. 

Once underground, though, “two 
miles inside the mountain, it was like 
family.” They took care of each other. 

There’s a lesson to be learned here. 


With so many people without health in¬ 
surance, without jobs, without recourse 
to decent housing or education, our 
whole society mirrors what it’s like un¬ 
derground, two miles inside the moun¬ 
tain, explosions going off every day. 

It doesn’t have to be this way. Not if 
our “family” gets together to “take care 
of each other.” Our family includes all 
the unemployed, underemployed, and 
fearing to be downsized out of employ¬ 
ment. Our family includes all those for 
whom our lack of health care provides 
no solution to illness or accident. If our 
family works together, we can force our 
reluctant government to accept its re¬ 
sponsibility for the welfare of its peo¬ 
ple. We can make a safe, healthy and 
just world a reality. 


Immigration debate: 
Distract and divide 


Below are excerpts from an editorial 
from the People's Tribune’s sister publi¬ 
cation, the Tribuno del Pueblo. For 
more information, call 773-486-3551 or 
visit www.tribunodelpueblo.org. 

On December 16, 2005, by a vote 
239-182, the House of Representatives 
passed the Border Protection Anti-Ter¬ 
rorism and Illegal Immigration Control 
Act. It proposes using military and local 
law enforcement to stop illegal entry to 
the U.S. It will require employers to 
verify the legal status of their workers. 
It authorizes the building of a fence 


California Chapter 
of NAN Plans 
Grand Opening 
in Fresno 

The California Chapter of the 
National Action Network (NAN) 
plans a grand opening celebration 
of its office in Fresno on February 
25, 2006. The celebration will be 
at the NAN office at 1131 F 
Street. The Rev. Floyd D. Harris, 
Jr., the California NAN president 
under the leadership of the Rev. 
A1 Sharpton of New York, will be 
addressing guests. There will be 
local speakers, refreshments and 
entertainment. For more informa¬ 
tion, call 264-0097 (in Fresno). 


along parts of the U.S.-Mexico border. 
To add insult to injury, the “unlawful” 
presence in the U.S. would become a 
felony instead of what it is now, a civil 
offense. The bill will now move to the 
Senate. 

The standard of living for the poor 
continues to decline with widespread 
layoffs announced weekly and the con¬ 
tinued loss of benefits and wages. 
Maintaining political control of the peo¬ 
ple without an economic foundation has 
become more difficult. The people of 
this country are beginning to see the 
truth behind the rulers’ lies. They are 
beginning to see less and less people 
benefiting from this economy. Sensing 
a danger to their rule, the rulers contin¬ 
ue to trot out “old tactics” to distract 
people’s thinking and divide them using 
ignorance and fear, lest they direct their 
anger toward the real cause of their 
growing misery: the corporations that 
have taken control of the government. 
Immigration is one of those issues to 
distract and divide. They blame the 
undocumented immigrant for every¬ 
thing that is wrong in this country. If 
the US government really wanted to 
solve the problem, they would start 
with their own policies that have caused 
millions to immigrate to this country. 

We have to reject all attempts to 
criminalize and marginalize human be¬ 
ings. It means we must stand up in their 
defense (our defense) when the immi¬ 
gration authorities, police, military or 
vigilante fascists attempt to impose the 
morality of the corporations on us. 



Immigrants about to cross the border. 
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What 

color 

determines 
whose life 
is valued? 

BY KIMBERLY KING 


What color determines whose life is 
valued? Apparently, it is green — the 
color of money. The deaths of over 
1300 Hurricane Katrina victims, and of 
12 miners in the Sago Mine attest to the 
fact that the lives of poor Blacks in New 
Orleans and poor Whites in West Vir¬ 
ginia are of little value to those who 
control this country. 

The bumbling evacuation and rescue 
“plans” for Hurricane Katrina revealed 
this government’s indifference and ani¬ 
mosity toward the majority African 
American victims. For many, this inci¬ 
dent confirmed that the lives of African 
Americans are less important than the 
lives of Whites in the United States. 
Celebrated hip hop artist and producer 
Kanye West’s statement, “George Bush 
doesn’t care about Black people”be- 
came the anthem among many. Accord¬ 
ing to recent statistics, 52% of the dead 
in Louisiana identified by race were 
African American. (1) 

But the victims of Katrina, those who 
died and those who were stranded in the 
flood waters and survived, were also 
primarily the poorest residents. Middle 
and upper class Blacks, Whites and 
people of all hues who had the means to 
get out of New Orleans before the Hur¬ 
ricane, did so. For example, my cousin, 
who was a college student in New Or¬ 
leans, safely evacuated to her parent’s 
home in Baton Rouge, well before the 
storm hit. 

Similarly, the West Virginia mine 
explosion killed 12 working class 
White men from Appalachia, an area 
known for its poverty. Mining is a dan¬ 
gerous job, but the money is good for 
those with minimal formal education. 

Another similarity in the two 
tragedies is that they were both pre¬ 
ventable. The levee breaks could have 
been prevented. For years, the Federal 
government had been warned that 
“doom lurked just beyond the levees” 
but no action was taken. Similar paper 
trails can be followed to the Sago Mine 
accident. Last year, the U.S. Mine Safe¬ 
ty and Health Administration filed 200 
alleged violations against the Sago 
Mine — 46 citations were issued in the 
past three months — 18 of which were 
considered “serious and substantial.”(2) 

So, it seems that this government, re¬ 
sponsible for handling national emer¬ 
gencies and workplace safety, did not 



We Save 


Katrina evacuees and supporters at a recent protest march in New Orleans. 


PHOTO/Kimberly King. 


fulfill its responsibilities. It neglected 
needed municipal repairs and work¬ 
place safety enforcement. 

Perhaps the most hopeful similarity 
is that the clarity of many of the people 
has resulted in the building of organized 
movements. Survivors of these disas¬ 
ters are demanding accountability. In 
the mining case, many of the families 
insist that they were lied to by the mine 
company. Similarly, many hurricane 
survivors assert that the government left 
them to die. 

If this government, largely con¬ 
trolled by corporate financial interests, 
doesn’t care about the majority of peo¬ 
ple in America, then the people need to 
create a government of, for, and by the 
people. If our current economic system, 


capitalism, prizes profit, private proper¬ 
ty, and the ability to amass as much per¬ 
sonal wealth as possible, then it cannot 
meet the needs of our people. 

We need to organize a system that 
values people and families and protects 
our rights and personal safety. Let’s 
follow the lead of the United Mine 
Workers who helped create the Labor 
Party as an alternative to the two corpo¬ 
rate political parties. Let’s follow the 
lead of the grassroots activists from 
Louisiana and Mississippi who formed 
the Peoples Hurricane Relief Fund to 
demand the right to return to New Or¬ 
leans and the resources needed to do so. 
Let’s actively work for a country and a 
world where the color of money or the 
color of skin has nothing to do with the 
value of human lives. 


(1) (Louisiana Department of Health 
and Hospitals news release 12-21- 
2005). 

(2) (Reported on Democracy Now 
1-5-2006). 
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Rev. Pinkney leading a protest in Benton Harbor. 


BY THE BLACK AUTONOMY 
NETWORK COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATION 


In Benton Harbor, Michigan, resi¬ 
dents won a recall vote of a corrupt city 
commissioner through a successful 
campaign led by BANCO (Black Au¬ 
tonomy Network Community Organi¬ 
zation). Then, in an attempt to 
circumvent the will of the people, the 
vote was overturned by a local judge (in 
the hip pocket of the Whirlpool Corpo¬ 
ration). In a further outrage, community 
leader Rev. Edward Pinkney of BAN¬ 
CO was arrested on trumped-up charges 
of alleged vote fraud. He faces a possi¬ 
ble sentence of 20 years. His trial is set 
for March 15, 2006. But BANCO won’t 
back down and your help is needed. If 
we let authorities disenfranchise voters 
and squash dissent in Benton Harbor, it 
will happen somewhere else next. 

We are looking for 100 good people 
to donate $10 each to BANCO’s legal 
defense fund. This is your last chance 
to make a big difference in the fight for 
a fair and just outcome of the trial and 
the recall vote. Supporters are asked to 
come to Benton Harbor for a Rally on 
March 11 against Whirlpool at High 
Noon at the Hopewell Church, 796 
Highland, Benton Harbor. Also, be a 
court observer for Rev. Edward Pinkney 
once the trial begins at the 
Berrien County Courthouse, March 
14,15,16,17, 2006, 811 Port Street, 
St. Joseph, Michigan, at 8:30 a.m. See 
details at the Web site below. 

TEN REASONS TO DONATE $10 
TO BANCO’S LEGAL DEFENSE FUND 

1) Support the right of Benton Harbor 
citizens to reform a corrupt political 
and judicial system 

2) Defend the right of Benton Harbor 
residents to speak out against injus¬ 
tice without intimidation and 
reprisals 

3) Stop the disenfranchisement of Ben¬ 


ton Harbor voters 

4) Support BANCO’s fight against bru¬ 
tality and sexual harassment by po¬ 
lice 

5) Help balance the odds for activists 
in a community with 90% unem¬ 
ployment and under-employment 
(material aid is needed) 

6) Defend our friend and colleague Rev. 
Pinkney from an unjust trial on 
trumped-up charges 

7) Challenge economic and racial 
apartheid in the U.S. today 

8) Make a positive difference with the 
cost of a movie or a couple coffees 

9) With a donation of $20 or more, re¬ 
quest a free BANCO T-shirt 

10) We need your help. Together we 
can make a difference! 

Go to bhbanco.blogspot.com and 
click on the “Make a Donation” button 
for easy online donations OR make 
checks payable to BANCO and mail to: 
BANCO, 1940 Union St., Benton Har¬ 
bor, MI 49022. For tax deductible dona¬ 
tions write ‘legal defense’ in the memo 
field. BANCO is a registered non-prof¬ 


it organization. Contact Rev. Pinkney 
any time at: 269-925-0001 or email 
banco9342@ sbcglobal.net. 


“Tom” of the Year Award: 
“Benton Harbor’s City 
Manager received the “Tom 
of the Year Award” on Rev. 
Martin Luther King’s birthday 
for giving the city of Benton 
Harbor to the Whirlpool 
Corporation. City Commis¬ 
sioner Glen Yarbrough was 
second, followed by City 
Commissioner Ralph 
Crenshaw.” 

— Rev. Edward Pinkney 
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From the 

People’s 

Tribune: 

The little bit of democracy 
left in America is being de¬ 
stroyed. The corporations 
need to stop the growing 
movement of the poor for a 
new society. They are doing 
this by gaining victory after 
small victory. That is why 
the Benton Harbor struggle 
is so important. We must 
confront the corporations at 
every turn. The first step is 
to defend our leaders. 

Order copies of the 
People’s Tribune to get 
the word out: 

Call 800-691-6888 or email 
info @ peoplestribune. org. 
Copies are 50 cents a piece. 
Readers donate $1 for each 
copy. Mail check to PT, c/o 
Circulation, 

PO Box 3524, 

Chicago IL 60654-3524 
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“We cannot run society for the 
privileged and allow a significant 
proportion of the population to be 
marginalized. It impacts the quality 
of life for all of us. I am truly ready 
for action.” — Rev. Edward Pinkney 
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DEFEND THE PEOPLE’S VOICE IN 
BENTON HARBOR! 


































